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As the novelist and speculator on utopias and dystopias Octavia Butler put it, “The very act of trying to
look ahead to discern possibilities and offer warnings is in itself an act of hope.” Solnit, Orwell’s Roses,
259)

He (Orwell) asked that roses be planted on his grave. When | checked, a few years ago, a crappy red rose

was blooming there. Solnit, Orwell‘s Roses, 264)

Writing a book is a solitary business, or the part that is the actual writing is, and this one was written mostly
during the exceptional isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic. But it emerges from conversations, kindness,
and friendship from many people. Thanks go first of all, of course, to my dear friend Sam Green. Our
ongoing conversations and his endless curiosity and enthusiasm for trees launched me on the initial quest

that brought me face-to-face with Orwell’s roses. Solnit, Orwell’s Roses, 270)
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