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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the post-earthquake reconstruction functioned as
a "shock doctrine" in the name of "creative reconstruction,” and to examine its relationship to the
multilayered division of Japanese society following the nuclear accident. The "Creative Reconstruction”
campaign that followed the Great East Japan Earthquake called for "all of us living today to accept this
catastrophe as our own," without opening the public debates on nuclear power policy. Thirteen years
after the earthquake, the areas affected by the nuclear accident are now undergoing reconstruction
as a national project, in which the business community has been demanding since before the disaster,
while civil society is suffering from a multilayered division. In this paper, we will examine the following
three levels of division. (1) the vulnerability of individual human beings in terms of risk perception and
coping behavior, (2) the fragmentation among disaster victims created by asymmetric conflicts, and (3)
the disruption of civil society created by the manipulation of social context. I will show that these are
created in the process of response after the nuclear accident.

The problem facing Japanese society today is the inability of citizens to connect with the policy-
making process to envision their own society through deliberation after a disaster, a situation that
could be called a collapse of democracy. However, the spontaneous "association” of citizens seen after a
disaster is a budding opportunity for social change. In order to regain such a space of "the common" and
to make the basis of their own survival autonomous, the challenge is to realize self-governance rooted in
mutually supportive relationships among local people. This will also provide a foothold for resisting the

shock doctrine in the event of another disaster.
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Fostering, Inheriting, and Propagating Disaster Culture

Kenji Yamazaki

Key words
Disaster culture, Regional issues, Basic human activities, Perspectives of vulnerable groups, Disaster
mitigation and recovery,

Abstract

The term "disaster culture" is beginning to take root. However, the research tends to
be limited to the inheritance of past traditions or the delving into the facts of the past. The
establishment of a perspective that questions disasters themselves from the category of
"conventional knowledge" will ensure the study of disaster culture. The question is whether it
is possible to discover the challenges that disasters present and that we face today, and to step
forward to build the future. The question is to clarify the internal structure of the cultivation,
transmission, and propagation of disaster culture, and to present an overall picture of disaster
culture. This requires a total perspective on disasters. Furthermore, based on the conventional
disaster research that reveals the local community through disasters, this is a new approach
to disaster research that places basic human activities in the middle term and shows the way
to overcome disasters from the viewpoint of the vulnerable victims of disasters. This paper
proposes to look at the solid possibility of disaster mitigation and recovery from the field of

disaster culture research.
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Who are you? Who are we? In times of crisis,

these are life-and-death questions. Thousands

of people survived Hurricane Katrina because
grandsons or aunts or neighbors or complete
strangers reached out to those in need all through
the Gulf Coast and because an armada of boat
owners from the surrounding communities and
as far away as Texas went into New Orleans to
pull stranded people to safety.

(Solnit, “Prelude:; Falling together” PBHI)

Who are you? Who are we? The history of

disaster demonstrates that most of us are social

animals, hungry for connection, as well as for

purpose and meaning.
(Solnit, “Epilogue: The Doorway in the Ruins”
PBH 305)

51R7

It's a_myth that our reactions to danger
are fight or flight. There's a third option often
pursued: to gather for reassurance, protection,
strength, and insight.
(Solnit, "Rebecca Solnit: How to Survive a
Disaster On Building a Paradise in Hell:
Improvised, Collaborative, Cooperative, Local"
Literary Hub (Web) Nov. 15, 2016.)

1%) PBH: A Paradise Built in Hell
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As the novelist and speculator on utopias and dystopias Octavia Butler put it, “The very act of trying to
look ahead to discern possibilities and offer warnings is in itself an act of hope.” Solnit, Orwell’s Roses,

259)

He (Orwell) asked that roses be planted on his grave. When I checked, a few years ago, a crappy red rose

was blooming there. Solnit, Orwell's Roses, 264)

Writing a book is a solitary business, or the part that is the actual writing is, and this one was written mostly
during the exceptional isolation of the COVID-19 pandemic. But it emerges from conversations, kindness,
and friendship from many people. Thanks go first of all, of course, to my dear friend Sam Green. Our
ongoing conversations and his endless curiosity and enthusiasm for trees launched me on the initial quest

that brought me face-to-face with Orwell’s roses. Solnit, Orwell’s Roses, 270)
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